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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR RETRIEVING DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

(57)Abstract: , 
PURPOSE: To provide a device and method for retrieving document 
information to retrieve a desired document with information 
expressing the external appearance of the document as a retrieval 

CONSTITUTION: The specified part (such as a background part, 
character part, ruled line part of a table, drawing part or photograph 
part) of inputted image data is extracted (2). the feature (such as a 
size, position, kind or color) is discriminated, information expressing 
the external appearance of the document (such as the color of 
paper, paper quality, spot, color of characters, character type, 
character kind, writer, writing tool, font amount of writing in 
margins, longitudinal and lateral lengths of documents, size/density 
of characters, kind of paper or positional relation of drawings or 
photographs) is extracted (6), and this information expressing the 
external appearance of the document is stored in a data storage 
part (4) taking correspondence with a document picture or one of 
recognition result of it. At the time of retrieval, the desired 
document is retrieved by using this information expressing the 
external appearance of the document. 
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